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Wesley Theological Seminary


Course of Study School
Early Christianity/The Early Church
Online: Blackboard Discussions January 1-February 20, Zoom – February 20-21
CS-222: Theological Heritage 2: The Early Church

Faculty: Rev. Dr. Bruce Epperly
Email: bepperly@wesleyseminary.edu


drbruceepperly@aol.com
Christian faith is always in process joining eternal truth with lived experience in history and the Christian community.  The first five centuries can be described as “Christianity in the making,” as the Christian tradition in its unity and diversity developed understandings of God’s nature, Jesus the Christ, the Holy Spirit, human nature, sin and grace, and the relationship of church and state.  
In the advance from infancy to adulthood, the early Christian movement sought to create a common faith, defined in relationship to the world around it, similar to the human process of growing in self-definition and ego strength. Christianity continues to grow in its interpretation of the truths of faith for just such a time as now.

We can learn from the past and apply it to the present and the future.  In our pluralistic, polarized, rapidly changing time, we can glimpse decisions from the past and gain wisdom for our time, both in terms of affirmation and challenge. 
Christianity is still in the making, and it is appropriate that we ponder in our time the questions of the first five centuries: Trinity, the nature and person of Christ, the nature and scope of salvation, the relationship of humanity and the non-human world, authority, and political power.

Required Texts

 Bruce Epperly, Transforming Acts
Gonzalez, Justo. The Story of Christianity, Vol.1. (Main Text)

Coakley, John & Andrea Sterk, Readings in World Christian History, Vol. 1. (Reader)

Merton Thomas, Sayings of the Desert Parents

Assignments:

Discussions on Blackboard – weekly assignments beginning January 5 and concluding with the last discussion question on February 16.
Written Assignments (we will have an opportunity to refine these questions together in our group and personal Zoom sessions prior to February 16)
1)  Write a reflection on Thomas Merton’s Wisdom of the Desert, considering the nature of Christian spirituality.  What was the heart of Desert Spirituality?  In what ways is Christian spirituality a critique of the “shipwreck” of the culture in which we live?  What is the relevance of Desert Spirituality for our time? (approximately 5 pages) – Due February 20
2) Explore the controversy between Augustine and Pelagius over the nature of humanity, freedom, and sin. What is the heart of each theologian’s position?  What are the challenges in each position? (approximately 5 pages) – Due February 21.

3) Discuss a particular topic covered in the readings: for example, the growth of Christian doctrine, the nature of biblical authority, the nature of ecclesiastical authority, relationships with non-Christian religions, the relationship of church and state, the Trinity, the nature and person of Christ.  In what way is that issue relevant to Christianity today? (approximately 10 pages) – Due February 28.
