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Course Description
This course will provide foundational and creative instruction in the art and practice of preaching. Students will explore theological and biblical foundations for preaching, learn varied styles and methods of in homiletics, explore effective models for communication, practice exegetical skills, and prepare/preach sermons within a community of peers. This class is a hybrid model, in which the first portion will be engaged asynchronously through Blackboard and the second portion held synchronously via Zoom. Students must actively participate individually and collaboratively in all aspects of the course.
Course Objectives and Goals
· Students will explore theological and biblical foundations for preaching.
· Students will learn principles of resonant communication in preaching.
· Students will evaluate the roles of psychology, prophecy, healing, culture, transformation, spirituality, faith, and hope in crafting sermons that connect with people and their greatest needs.
· Students will discover and evaluate multiple approaches to developing the structure, content, and delivery of sermons.
· Students will practice honing their exegetical skills.
· Students will learn tools for evaluating a sermon in terms of its connections to the biblical text, theological strength, contextual relevance, and connective resonance.
· Students will experience the difference between a sermon written and delivered, as well as practicing “letting go” of notes.
· Students will practice preaching to their peers, gaining skills in both delivery and evaluation.
Pre-Course Questions
1. If you have begun preaching, how would you describe your approach?
2. What is your current method of exegesis?
3. What insights about your congregation influence the style, method, and content of your preaching?
4. Do you use a lectionary for your preparation, or do you prefer creating sermon series? Why would you choose this method?
5. Describe a sermon that deeply resonated with you. What did the preacher say or do that effected that connection and kept your attention? In what part of your body did you feel that connection?
Required Texts
Craddock, Fred. On the Craft of Preaching.
LaRue, Cleophus. The Heart of Black Preaching.
Webb, Joseph. Preaching Without Notes.
Selected articles and sermons to be shared by the instructor.
Supplemental Texts (Not Necessary but Helpful)
Lakoff, George, and Mark Johnson. Metaphors We Live By. Chicago, IL: Chicago University Press, 1980
Sweet, Leonard. Giving Blood: A Fresh Paradigm for Preaching.
Taylor, Barbara Brown. The Preaching Life. Boston, MA: Cowley, 1993
Hamilton, Adam. Unleashing the Word.
Keller, Timothy. Preaching: Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism. Penguin, 2016
Long, Thomas. The Witness of Preaching. 3rd Edition. St. Louis: Westminster John Knox Press, 2016.
Crawford, Evans. The Hum: Call and Response in African American Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995.
Reading Assignments
Reading of all required texts should be completed prior to the first day of asynchronous class, so that you can adequately and dynamically discuss and participate with the material, assignments, and chats. Please also choose one supplemental text of your choice to add to your reading list.
Participation
Because of the brevity of the course, full participation is necessary in Blackboard for our online portion of the class, as well as in our synchronous Zoom meetings on April 11th and 12th from 9 AM – 12 PM and 1 PM – 4 PM.
Your Blackboard assignments and engagement in discussions with your class members should take approximately 2 hours of your time each week. Each week, you’ll find posted material to digest, questions to answer and discuss with your classmates, and assignments to post.
You will be graded both on your participation and posts in the asynchronous discussions, as well as your participation in our synchronous zoom meetings. 
Written Assignments
You will have two primary graded, written and project-related assignments. The first will be an asynchronous written exegetical assignment (due date: Friday, March 21st). The second will be a written sermon due on or before April 10, which will be delivered orally as part of our Zoom sessions together as a peer community.
Pre-Course Assignments
1. Answer the pre-course questions.
2. Read all course texts.
March A-Synchronous Course Assignments
Each week of the online portion of the class, you will answer short essay questions and participate in the indicated discussion forums on the topics given. Essays and projects are specified and should be posted in the assignment area designated in Blackboard. Use the designated Forum for that week and discuss the topics in depth with your peers, bring in the course texts, scripture, your thoughts, and your experiences in preaching and ministry into the discussion. This is not a place to post extended essays but to engage with your peers in meaningful and in-depth discussions of the scriptures, content, and topics.
Written assignments for Week One begin on Saturday, March 1st and are due by Friday evening at 10 PM on March 7th. Please post assignments and discussions on Blackboard.
Written assignments for Week Two begin on Saturday, March 8th and are due by Friday evening at 10 PM on March 14th. Please post assignments and discussions on Blackboard.
Written assignments for Week Three begin on Saturday, March 15th and are due by Friday evening at 10 PM on March 21st. Please post assignments and discussions on Blackboard. Your exegetical assignment is due by Saturday morning March 21st  at 12 noon.
Written assignments for Week Four begin on Saturday, March 22nd and are due by Friday evening at 10 PM on March 28th. Please post assignments and discussions on Blackboard.
Written assignments for Week Five begin on Saturday March 29th and are due by Friday evening at 10 PM on April 4th. Please post assignments and discussions on Blackboard.
Written assignments for Week Six begin on Saturday April 5th and are due by Thursday evening by 10 PM on April 10th. Please post assignments and discussions on Blackboard. Your written sermon assignment is due by Friday morning at 9 AM on April 11th.

Writing Guidelines
Please type all assignments using a 12-point font, spacing between paragraphs, and one-inch margins. Please show evidence in your posts that you have read the course material and are applying what you have learned to your knowledge and practice of preaching.
Grading
Pre-Course Questions: 5 pts
Asynchronous Written Posts and Participation: 30 pts
Exegesis Assignment: 20 pts
Sermon Assignment: 20 pts
In-Class Sermon Delivery: 20 pts
Peer Review: 5 pts
Technical Requirements
Students need working access to the Internet and connection to Blackboard. Supported browsers for Blackboard include Internet Explorer, Firefox, and Safari.
To access Blackboard, students should go to the MyWesley webpage and use your student username and password to log in. Students are placed into Blackboard approximately two months prior to the start of the course or as they register.
Your computer should have Microsoft Windows 8 or 10 or Mac OS/X 10.14 or newer, as well as current (2007 or later) version of Microsoft Office, Word, and Powerpoint. Students should have a web cam and microphone.
If you have difficulties with educational technology or Blackboard, please contact Wesley Seminary’s office of Education Technology or Blackboard support. At edtech@wesleyseminary.edu or 202-885-6091.
Plagiarism
Students are expected to comply with all standards for academic honesty and integrity, submitting their own work and refraining from any instances of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes presenting as one’s own (without proper attribution) the composition or ideas of another or copying material from any sources, whether in print or online.
Students should use Kate Turabian, Manual for Writers of Research Papers, 9th edition, as their guide for all written material and assignments.
Attendance
Students are expected to attend both synchronous dates for the course in their entirety, as well as engaging weekly in the asynchronous chats. Deviation from the attendance policy may result in a reduction of grade or loss of credit for the course.


I look forward to seeing you soon!
