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	June Term, 2016
June 13-17, 2016

Wesley Theological Seminary
Liturgics Practicum                                                   PW-315 -June Term
2 credit hours
Instructor Information
Rev. Gina Gilland Campbell                    Office: 202-297-1969
gcampbell@wesleyseminary.edu
I office at Wesley Theological Seminary and can be available during the week of our class.  As I do not officially start as visiting faculty until July 1, I have yet to be assigned a phone number.  Please use my mobile number, above or my Wesley email address.   I check email, text, and phone infrequently on weekends.
Course Information
Course Description: 

This course explores Christian worship as an activity of the entire assembly in both prayer and ritual action; giving and receiving.  We will explore the roots, shape, and practice of Christian worship in all its diversity and richness; while paying particular attention to Protestant forms and practices.  As the church gathers for worship around the font, with the book, and at the table; practicum students will gather to practice worship leadership in these places; will attend to the uniqueness of liturgical prayer and writing; will discover the layered language and sensibilities of worship; as well as the practicalities of facilitating worship in general and in the particularity of local community.  And, sharing prayer, we will attend to the mystery and grace of God. 
Course Objectives: 
Students who participate fully in classroom activities and who complete course requirements will:

· Experience the sanctifying of time and space through an abbreviated “prayer of the hours”.
· Demonstrate, in the writing of a variety of prayers, an understanding of liturgical prayer based in Scripture and intended for use by a single voice and by shared voices.

· Engage in writing a Eucharistic prayer for congregational use.
· Embody, explore, and practice liturgical leadership in community; reflecting on important noticings, learnings, and questions about leading public worship.
· Explore the role of Scripture, personal prayer, and holy imagination in Christian worship as evidenced in the written word, hymnody, technology, art, and multi-cultural expression.
· In daily written reflections, develop a personal articulation of the connections between liturgy and life, God and humanity, between “knowing about” God and experiencing God through the senses of the soul.
· Practice the skills necessary to planning and leading worship in community.
· Create and annotate a service of Christian worship; demonstrating an understanding of the meaning and shape of Christian worship.
· Develop, in conversation with others, a plan to prepare persons for the Sacrament of Baptism.
Wesley’s Curricular Goals and Objectives

I. Religious Heritage

            Goal:  Students will cultivate deep roots in the foundational biblical and              
theological traditions of the Christian faith.

           Objectives:  Students will demonstrate: 

           A.  knowledge of biblical and historical foundations of Christian theology     
                 and practice.

           B.  critical understanding of methodological issues in interpreting these      


           traditions for contemporary faith and practice

C. engagement with the diversity of the Christian heritage and imaginative    


          expression in liturgy, writing and the arts.

      II        Cultural Context

                Goal:  Students will engage diverse cultural contexts sensitively, critically,

.
and constructively.
                Objectives:  Students will demonstrate:

         A  ability to enter into diverse cultural communities with an openness to       

              encountering, contributing to and learning from different cultural     


perspectives.

III.      Ministerial and Public Leadership

                 Goal:  Students will hone their own skills for ministry and enable the

     ministry and leadership of others.

                Objectives:  Students will demonstrate:

                 A. skill in practicing the arts of ministry and church leadership.
B. fruitful approaches toward innovation to help others face new challenges and opportunities for creative and faithful ministry and mission.
Prerequisites: 


	

	

	Textbooks and Supplementary Materials

	Required Textbooks:
Duck, Ruth C.  Finding Words for Worship

Saliers, Don E. Worship Come to Its Senses

The worship or prayer book of your denomination, or guidelines for worship from your denomination.  Examples would be The United Methodist Book of Worship for United Methodists or The Book of Common Prayer for Episcopalians.

	

	

	Technical Considerations

	In order to access your online courses students need to log onto Blackboard Learn. (https://blackboard.american.edu/) 

Online courses require:

· An Internet connection. –  A high speed Internet connection is highly recommended

· An Internet browser. (supported browsers include: Internet Explorer, Firefox, and Safari) Detailed Supported Browsers and Operating Systems: http://kb.blackboard.com/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=62523837 
· An appropriate web browser configuration.
Any computer capable of running a recently updated web browser should be sufficient to access your online course.  However, bear in mind that processor speed, amount of RAM and Internet connection speed can greatly affect performance.  Online courses perform best on a high speed Internet connection.  Those using dial-up connections will experience longer page load times and much slower performance when accessing their online course.  For Blackboard Support: (202) 885-6091 (M-F 9am – 4pm) or blackboardsupport@wesleyseminary.edu


	Assessments

	Testing Procedures: 
Not applicable for this course.

	

	Schedule/Course Calendar

	COURSE SCHEDULE
JUNE 13, MONDAY
At Full Stretch Before God

· What is worship?  What comprises the language of worship?  What are the senses of the soul? 

·  Considering the community at worship and the context of the worshipper.

· Images of God: worship rooted in Scripture

· Words for worship
· Introduction to class and to one another
Reading before coming to class:  

Duck, Chapters 1 & 3

Saliers, Introduction and Chapter 1

JUNE 14, TUESDAY

Daily reflection paper due
Sanctifying Time and Space
· Time in Christian Context

· The Christian year, daily prayer, and saint days

· The shape of Sunday worship

· Looking at worship space

· Prayer for worship

Reading before coming to class:

Duck, Chapters 2,6, and 8

Saliers, Chapter 3

JUNE 15, WEDNESDAY

Daily reflection paper due
Word and Sacrament

· What is sacrament?  

· Exploring Baptism

· Exploring Holy Communion

· The Great Thanksgiving:  at the heart of worship

· Practicing pastoral leadership of the Sacraments

· Preparing persons for sacramental celebrations
Reading before coming to class:
Duck, Chapter 7

Saliers, Chapter 4

JUNE 16, THURSDAY

  Daily reflection paper due.
 Prepared prayer also due.

Creating Worship; Preaching and the Service of the Word

· What every congregation should know about worship
· Considerations for planning worship
· The sermon:  God and God’s people in conversation

Reading for class:

Duck, Chapters 5 and 9

Saliers, Afterward

JUNE 17, FRIDAY


Daily reflection paper due.
Pastoral Offices

· The Funeral

· The Wedding

· Healing services and anointing

· Practicing pastoral leadership 

Reading for class:

Duck, Chapter 4

Saliers, Chapter 2
JUNE 14, TUESDAY
Annotated worship service plan due.

Eucharistic Prayer due.


	Assignments and Participation

	Specifications for all papers:

· Margins:  One inch, pages numbered, stapled, and please put your name on your paper
· Font:  12 pt, Times New Roman or equivalent
· Spacing:  Double
· Citations:  parenthetical, use Works Cited
Assignments: 

· Complete all required reading, and reflect this effort by contributions made in class and in all written work.   Participate in class with curiosity, and in ways that invite deeper conversation, and are reflective in nature.  (15% of your grade)
· Submit a daily reflection paper on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Two pages in length, reflecting on questions provided by the professor as class concludes each day.  The paper should conclude with two questions to further the conversation in class.  (20% of your grade)
· Create a Eucharistic prayer that reflects an understanding of the form of the prayer and the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Guidelines provided in class and in the assigned reading.  (20% of your grade)
· Create a prayer (collect, prayers of the people, pastoral prayer, prayer of confession) for a particular occasion in the life of a congregation that reflects classroom materials and guidance in the assigned readings.    (15% of your grade) 
·   Create an annotated worship service that introduces a new element of worship, a new focus, or creates a new pattern for your congregation.  Please be original and do not copy the work someone else has done in worship design.  A planning guide will be offered in class to assist you in preparation.  All text is to be included, as is the rationale for choices made in elements of worship, content, style, and nature of the change.  Include a bibliography of any resources used or consulted.  Annotate in your own words, as if describing to a particular congregation what the service hopes to be and do. (30% of your grade) 



	Class Participation:
 Attendance:
Attendance is required.  Chronic tardiness and extended breaks will negatively affect a student’s grade.  Use of electronic media for purposes that do not relate to the course content will also reflect negatively on the student’s grade.  No absences are excused.  If a student is absent once, the class grade will be reduced one step.  (A to A-)  More than once absence will result in failing the course.  This is an intensive five day class and attendance is simply mandatory.  All students are asked to turn cell phones to off or vibrate.  If you must answer a call during class, please leave the classroom to do so.

Class participation:
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner.  Behavior that distracts from class discussion or demonstrates disrespect for other students or the professor will not be tolerated.  Please be mindful of these aspects of professionalism throughout the semester.

· Only use media that applies to the topic of the day.

· No electronic texting/chatting/surfing, etc.

· Consider posing questions that take the inquiry deeper.
· In case of disagreement with material presented or in discussion, consider where the disagreement resides in oneself rather than condemning what one finds disagreeable.
· Each student will participate fully in small group discussion, in the sharing of material prepared for critique, and in practicing liturgical presiding.
· When a total class discussion is in order, each student will listen respectfully, ask questions in an orderly manner, and refrain from side discussions with other students.


	 

	Blackboard Tracking: 

Blackboard records all students’ activities.  Please post with this awareness in mind.  

	

	Grading

	This course follows the seminary’s grading scale as described in the Academic Catalog.  A “C” level grade is for satisfactory work, a ‘B’ level grade is for good work and an ‘A’ level grade is for outstanding work.  Late work will be docked a level in the grading scale for each day it is late.  I will not accept papers that are over 7 days late. 


	Grading Scale/Calculation: 
Class participation             15%
Daily papers                       20%

Written prayer                   15%               
Eucharistic Prayer            20%
Annotated service             30%  

	Expectations/Course Ground Rules

	· Students are expected to learn how to navigate in Blackboard Learn. 

· Students are expected to communicate with one another in team projects. 
· Students are expected to keep abreast of course announcements. 
· Students are expected to use their Wesley Seminary email as opposed to a personal email address. 
· Students are expected to keep instructor informed of class related problems, or problems that may prevent the student from full participation.
· Students are expected to address technical problems immediately. 
· Students are expected to observe course netiquette at all times. 
· This course encourages different perspectives related to such factors as gender, race, nationality, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, and other relevant cultural identities. The course seeks to foster understanding and inclusiveness related to such diverse perspectives and ways of communicating. 


	Student e-Readiness

	

	Online Library Resources

	http://library.wesleyseminary.edu/.  


	 Students With Disabilities 

	If you have a physical, psychological , or learning disability and 

might require accommodations in this course, please contact the Associate Dean

for Community  Life, Asa Lee, immediately (x8614) regarding Wesley’s policies and procedures for documenting and accommodating disabilities. The seminary allows accommodations only through this policy.
 

	Technical Support

	Students must attempt to solve technical problems, and contact their instructor when technical problems do arise.  Blackboard Support has the means to track all incoming support requests.  This can be essential regarding potential disputes for assignment submission.
Students are responsible for meeting course deadlines.  If you experience technical problems, please exercise one or all of the following options: 

· Blackboard Support at blackboardsupport@wesleyseminary.edu 
· By phone at (202) 885-6091
· Blackboard/E Support Ticket at http://www.wesleyseminary.edu/MyWesley/eSupport.aspx    

	Copyright Issues

	All materials in this course fall under copyright laws and should not be downloaded, distributed, or used by students for any purpose outside this course.

	Academic Misconduct

	All students have signed the Covenant of Professional Ethics and Behavior.  This must be adhered to, especially in regards to academic honesty and plagiarism.
Plagiarism is regarded as a serious offence and will result in substantial penalties, including the possibility of academic dismissal.

The Faculty regards the following as forms of plagiarism or dishonesty:

· copying from another student’s paper.
· giving or receiving unauthorized assistance to or from another student

                  during an examination.
· using unauthorized material during an examination.
· borrowing and presenting as one’s own (i.e., without proper attribution)

                  the composition or ideas of another, whether from books, a friend, or

                   the Internet.
      submitting as one’s own work a paper written (or partially written) by  

another.
· 
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