Wesley Theological Seminary Summer School 2016

Pre-Class Assignments

CM-227 The Healings of Jesus and the Healing Ministry of the Church

taught by Dr. Art Thomas (Wesley Seminary) assisted by Dr. Michael Hutchings

Course Description: Explores the theological, spiritual, and medical dimensions of Jesus' healing ministry as these relate to the healing ministry of the twenty-first century church; focus on themes such as the power of prayer faith and medicine, psychological and emotional aspects of healing, Christianity and complementary medicine, and pastoral self-care and wellness.

Instructor: Dr. Arthur Thomas

Updated, more detailed course description: Explores the theological, spiritual, and medical dimensions of Jesus' healing ministry as these relate to the healing ministry of the twenty-first century church with a focus on themes such as prayer and medicine, developing a parish healing ministry, ministering to  the sick and  dying, healing liturgies and sacraments, spiritual, emotional, and physical healing, the history of healing in the church,  the role of spiritual gifts, healing of post traumatic stress, CPE,  and  parish nursing. 2 credit hours
1.  Please begin reading the assigned texts:
Clark, Randy. Power to Heal: Keys to Activating God's Healing Power in Your Life. 
Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image,  2015

Epperly, Bruce G.  Healing Worship Purpose & Practice. Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press, 
2006.

Evans, Abigail Rian Evans.  The Healing Church: Practical Programs for Health 
Ministries. Cleveland, Ohio: The United Church Press, 1999.

Pearson, Mark.  Christian Healing: A Practical and Comprehensive Guide. Lake Mary, 
FL: Charisma House, 2004.  Be sure you purchase the 2004 edition.

2.  Be prepared to turn in the first night of class a rough draft of an outline for a paper that you will complete, lengthen, and perfect later after we have concluded the class.  This initial outline  will not be graded, but it will be recorded that you have accomplished the preliminary work.  In an initial paragraph describe your ministry context or future ministry context for which you are developing a healing ministry. (For example, it could be ministry in a church or in a hospital as a chaplain or a Christian education program).  Develop a manageable approach to healing ministry based on Abigail Rian Evans, The Healing Church: Practical Programs for Health Ministries, pp. 51-190; Mark Pearson, Christian Healing (2004 edition), 85-107; 160-264; and Bruce Epperly, Healing Worship, 28-96, 119-139.  In your outline define and describe the approaches you will use based on concepts covered by these authors.  You may want to type out  in your outline some quotations from the readings with page references to the assigned books .  For example, a basic healing ministry approach in a local church could consist of some or all of the following--(1) your church's present practice of healing ministry and what needs to be added, (2) liturgical and sacramental rites for healing services, (3) visitation of the sick and dying and healing prayers for them, (4) educational programs on healing, (5) advocacy for the elderly, (6) healing addictions and sexual abuse, (7) inner healing through counseling (healing of memories), (8) preaching from the Bible on Jesus the healer and the apostles, (9) healing through the use of spiritual gifts, (10) introducing healing ministry into your parish, (11) training a healing team, (12) approaches to staying well through diet, exercise, rest, and Sabbath, or  (13) parish nursing.  You cannot cover all of these.  Be selective for your initial outline confining the approach to four or five only. Four  pages.  Due the first night of class
A complete syllabus and a complete description of the assignments will be distributed the first night of class.

Questions:  Please contact arthurdthomas333@gmail.com
