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The Doctor of 

Ministry Degree



The Doctor of Ministry at Wesley will: 
•  Educate you about current trends and 

issues in theological disciplines

•  Encourage you to integrate theological 
disciplines with your practice of ministry

•  Prepare you to add to the church’s 
knowledge of the practice of ministry

•   Provide you with opportunities to 
establish lasting collegial ties

The Doctor of Ministry degree  
is open to all clergy in active ministry 
who have: 
•  A Master of Divinity degree from an 

institution accredited by the Association 
of Theological Schools

•   A Master of Divinity GPA of 3.0 (B)  
or better

•  Three or more years of practice  
in ministry 

•  A strong record of leadership 
 and previous study

To earn your Doctor of Ministry degree 
from Wesley Theological Seminary, you will 
complete 30 credit hours. You must earn 
grades B- or better. A project seminar is 
included in the 30 credit hours. You will 
develop a project proposal. After receiving 
D.Min. Committee approval, Wesley will 
assign faculty readers who provide counsel 
and support while you write the project 
paper. You will earn your D.Min. degree 
after successfully completing your project 
paper and all course work.

Admissions
Doctor of Ministry Application
October 15 – Application deadline  
for tracks beginning in January.

February 15 – Application deadline  
for tracks beginning in May.

Admissions Requirements 

Tuition, Room  
and Board
The fees and estimated costs below are 
per two-week intensive term and represent 
the maximum allowable expenses in each 
category.

 Estimated  2015-16

 Tuition $585 per   
  credit hour*

 Fees $53 

 Books $150 per class

 Housing $650 per week

 Meals while on campus $250

 Miscellaneous expenses $200

 Transportation $300

*30 credit hours required for degree

Transformative Leadership in 
Wesleyan Perspective Starts January 2016

Before the birth of congregations bearing the 
name Methodist, there was a movement of passion 
and intelligence. It was remarkable for its love of 
Scripture, hunger for experience, evangelical fervor, 
catholic spirit, and abundance of love for God and 
neighbor. In this track, world-renowned Methodist 
scholars point contemporary leaders to the Wesleyan 
resources unlocking energy for existing forms and 
generate new expressions that prove the church is 
“yet alive.” Offered in partnership with and located 
at Wesley House, Cambridge. 

Spirituality and Story Starts January 2016

Pastors work at the intersection of their personal 
biographies and those of their parishioners, all 
shaped by the larger stories of the Bible and church. 
Participants learn to engage narrative as a spiritual 
tool used to weave human stories into the fabric of 
God’s story.

Faith, Health and Community 
Starts January 2016

This track equips clergy in understanding the 
scriptural, theological and missional bases for 
health and wholeness ministry. It guides clergy 
in navigating the complexity of the health care 
industry and organizing congregations so they can 
develop healing and whole-person health ministries. 
It is designed to give ministers understanding the 
importance of self-care, as well as for the health of 
their congregations.

Creative Ministry for Church Renewal  
in a Changing World Starts April 2016

Offered in partnership with Wesley House, Cambridge, 
this track assists clergy enhance their leadership 
skills and practices. The international cohort reflects 
the global nature of today’s church. The instructors 
teaching these courses are from the best scholar 
teachers available in the global church. This track 
is located at Wesley House, the historic Methodist 
study center in the heart of Cambridge University. 

Church Leadership Excellence 
Starts May 2016

Offered in partnership with the G. Douglass Lewis 
Center for Church Leadership, this track assists 
church leaders in taking the next step toward 
excellence in awareness, vision and execution. 
Biblical and theological foundations for ministry are 
reviewed in the context of classical and contemporary 
leadership literature. A sense of mission to revitalize 
mainline congregations and denominations prevails 
as participants seek best practices for bringing about 
measured and constructive change in their ministries.

Leading as a Missional  
Entrepreneur in the Carolinas  
Starts May 2016

This track equips pastors to be theologically and 
spiritually infused, innovatively entrepreneurial, 
and able to organize communities of greater 
missional effectiveness. Pastors will learn effective 
administration for missional leadership and how to 
create new paths of missional discipleship. This track 
fosters spiritual formation as a cohort of communal 
support and accountability. Offered in partnership 
with Pfeiffer University’s School of Business and 
located in the Carolinas. 

Global Asian Leadership Starts June 2016

Open to ordained pastors of Asia, the focus of this 
track is on Asian realities and mission challenges 
for the emerging global and local church. Students 
are prepared for greater effectiveness in their local 
ministries and contemporary mission opportunities, 
and develop a greater understanding of the impact of 
global awareness on the theological disciplines that 
sustain ministry. Application by invitation only.

Electives
•    Elective D.Min. courses at Wesley or other ATS 

accredited institutions, including those offered by 
member institutions of the Washington Theological 
Consortium.

•    Online and off-campus leadership and special topic 
courses offered by Wesley and the G. Douglass 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership.

•    Independent study with Wesley faculty.

For more information on  
these and other projected  
track offerings, visit  
www.wesleyseminary.edu/dmin

Master of Arts 
Wesley’s customizable 36-hour M.A. prepares you for ministry in 
the church as a professional lay person, ordained deacon or simply 
well prepared scholar.

Master of Theological Studies 
Our 60-hour M.T.S. moves from general theological understanding 
to a self-designed focus that prepares you to reflect faithfully; to 
participate more effectively in the mission of the church; or to 
provide a background in the theological disciplines as a foundation 
for further graduate study

•  Dual degree options with American University’s School of 
International Service—Combine your Wesley study with a 
master of arts in international peace and conflict resolution or 
international development.

Doctor of Ministry
Our D.Min. offers an advanced degree combining practical ministry 
experiences with academic rigor and spiritual depth. The multiple 
track options require 30 credit hours and integrates online and 
classroom learning. Enrollment is limited to people in active 
ministry with a Master of Divinity degree from an ATS-accredited 
seminary and three years of post-seminary ministry experience.

The Doctor of Ministry Degree

•   Online 
Application

•   Five references

•   Four essays 

•   College and 
seminary 
transcripts

•   $60 application 
fee

Tracks of study offered in 2016
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Contact Us

Doctor of Ministry Office   

The Rev. Dr. Lewis A. Parks, director 
717.695.1532 
lparks@wesleyseminary.edu

Sara Sheppard, program administrator 
202.885.8688 
dmin@wesleyseminary.edu

Office of Admission   

The Rev. Dr. Chip Aldridge, associate dean 
202.885.8659 
admissions@wesleyseminary.edu


